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MESSAGE FROM  
BOARD CHAIR & 
PRESIDENT/CEO
Dear Friends of the YMCA,
It is with great honor that we present to you the 2021 
YMCA of Metropolitan Chicago’s Annual Impact Report–a 
celebration of how we continue to build community and 
connection in the lives of those we serve.

Over the past year, we have thought carefully about how we 
can leverage our vast footprint across the Chicagoland area to 
meet the ever-changing needs of our communities, families, 
and youth.  

This commitment has been realized in a number of ways.  
We assisted with the state’s efforts to protect our staff and 
those we serve by hosting free COVID-19 vaccination clinics 
at our sites.  We introduced an important new position 
as part of our Youth Development team: a Behavioral 
Support Specialist who is focused on the mounting 
pandemic-related social and emotional needs of our youth. 
We continued our partnership with the Chicago Public 
Schools to ensure families in some of Chicago’s most under-
resourced communities have access to the internet and digital 
literacy resources. And, we reaffirmed our commitment to 
the Pilsen and Little Village communities and are working 
to foster equitable communities by resuming health and 
wellness offerings at the Rauner Family YMCA, which are 
complimentary through 2022.  

We are able to deliver on our mission thanks to a vast 
collection of community partners and generous donors like 
you.  Because of your investments, we will ensure that the 
Y remains a vital community asset for anyone looking for a 
welcoming, supportive, and caring community. And for that, 
we are immensely grateful. 

We hope you’re inspired by the work reflected in this year’s 
report and we look forward to your ongoing support as we 
continue to transform tomorrow.  Thank you for investing in 
what can be. 

Sharon R. Fairley                        
BOARD CHAIR

Dorri C. McWhorter 
PRESIDENT AND CEO

WE ARE ABLE TO DELIVER ON OUR MISSION THANKS 
TO A VAST COLLECTION OF COMMUNITY 

PARTNERS AND GENEROUS 
DONORS LIKE YOU.  

Yours in service,
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2021 MISSION IMPACT 
MOMENTS

JANUARY AUTHOR AND 
PHILANTHROPIST MACKENZIE SCOTT 

SELECTS THE Y TO RECEIVE $18M 
PHILANTHROPIC INVESTMENT

OCTOBER  WINTRUST 
GENEROUSLY SHOWCASED 

THE Y ON THE MURAL 
BUILDING, DEPICTING OUR 

COMPREHENSIVE APPROACH 
TO LEARNING

DECEMBER  RAUNER 
FAMILY YMCA REOPENS 

AND RESUMES HEALTH AND 
WELLNESS OFFERINGS

AUGUST DORRI MCWHORTER 
JOINS THE YMCA OF 
METROPOLITAN CHICAGO AS 
CEO—MARKING ITS FIRST 
BLACK PERSON AND WOMAN 
TO HOLD  THIS ROLE

NOVEMBER FORMER UNITED 
STATES PRESIDENT BARACK 
OBAMA VISITS THE SOUTH 
SIDE YMCA AND SURPRISES 100 
BASKETBALL ENTHUSIASTS
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OUR 
PEOPLE, PROGRAMS, 
AND PLACES

When author and philanthropist MacKenzie 
Scott selected the Y as one of 384 

organizations receiving a philanthropic gift 
at the end of 2020, it was seen as a strong 

affirmation of our work to strengthen 
youth, families, and communities. 

Ms. Scott’s intention was to support “organizations 
with high potential for impact,” including those who 
work to “address long-term systemic inequities that 
have been deepened by the (COVID-19) crisis.” Racial 
and gender equity, upward mobility, and pandemic 
response were among her top priorities. 

Ms. Scott gifted the Y $18 million, which will help 
to reinforce the operational sustainability of the 
Association’s facilities and programs and allow us 
to continue to impact the lives of approximately 
200,000 Chicagoland youth and families a year.

In 2021, that work began. Under the new leadership 
of President & CEO Dorri McWhorter, a small portion 
of Ms. Scott’s gift was invested in our people for 
their tireless work and selflessness throughout 
the pandemic to deliver the Y’s mission and 
support those we serve. We have also enhanced 

INVESTING IN
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the leadership team with a number of new roles to 
align with our core functions, including community 
development and equity, academic achievement, 
and membership innovation so as to better meet the 
changing needs of Chicagoland’s families.

The Y also invested $5 million to complete 30 key 
mission-related and capital projects to strengthen 
and grow its programs and facilities. We enhanced 
popular mission-focused programs closely aligned 
with our four mission anchors: academic readiness, 
character development, fitness and healthy living, 
and violence prevention. Projects included our Youth 
Safety and Violence Prevention initiative, food 
distribution services in high-need communities, and 
community sports leagues. We added a Behavioral 
Support Specialist role to support the complex 
mental and emotional needs of youth intensified 
by the pandemic. And we hired more inclusion 

aides to support our after school and summer day 
camp programs, expand the Association’s services 
for individuals with disabilities, and deepen our 
commitment to diversity and inclusion.

Capital projects also commenced. Interior and 
exterior facility improvements such as locker room 
and camp cabin updates, outdoor ice-rink and splash 
pad renovations, and fitness equipment updates at 
some centers are already underway. These will visibly 
enhance the facility where local patronage is already 
consistently strong, enabling the center to remain a 
valuable community asset for many more years  
to come. 

MS. SCOTT GIFTED 
THE Y $18 MILLION, 
WHICH WILL HELP 
TO REINFORCE 
THE OPERATIONAL 
SUSTAINABILITY OF 
THE ASSOCIATION’S 
FACILITIES AND 
PROGRAM.

$18
MILLION
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As the country and 
world grappled with the 

enormous task of getting 
people vaccinated, the 
YMCA of Metropolitan 

Chicago collaborated 
with health providers to 

protect those we serve 
from the pandemic. 

THE Y HOSTED 
30 VACCINATION 
CLINICS, HELPING 
TO ADMINISTER 
MORE THAN 1,820 
DOSES OF THE 
VACCINE IN 2021.

1,820
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The partnerships enabled us to do our part as a 
wellness organization to address health inequities in 
our communities by increasing access to the COVID-19 
vaccines. As vaccines became available, we hosted free 
vaccination clinics across our city and suburban locations 
throughout the year, starting with a clinic at the Kelly Hall Y 
in March, ensuring that everyone – including those in some 
of the city’s most under-resourced neighborhoods - got 
immunized.

Through various partnerships with the Illinois Department 
of Public Health, AETNA Health, CVS Pharmacy, and State 
Representative Janet Yang Rohr (IL-41st District), the Y 
hosted 30 vaccination clinics, helping to administer  
more than 1,820 doses of the vaccine in 2021.

Olive, who received her first dose of the COVID-19 vaccine at 
the Buehler YMCA, was “absolutely thrilled” to participate in 
her local center’s mobile vaccine clinic in October.

“The doctors were informative, and I was so pleased with 
the personal and kind staff that helped with this process,” 
she said. “Not having to wait in long lines made getting 
vaccinated a wonderful experience overall.”

Frank, Olive’s spouse, also participated in the Buehler 
YMCA’s mobile vaccination clinic. He described his visit in 
three words: “quick, easy, and painless.” 

INVESTING IN OUR 
COMMUNITIES’ HEALTH 
AND WELLBEING
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INVESTING IN 
OUR YOUNGEST 
LEARNERS

J’tia Hart shared the following sentiments at our virtual 
Recognition Dinner in October: “That is the power of 
these programs: they develop the whole person, they 
give you your path, they give you your runway, and they 
let you launch.”

At the YMCA of Metropolitan Chicago, we believe in 
showing up for families at every stage of life. This means 
investing in our community’s kids early on and providing 
the nurturing, attentive care infants and toddlers need 
to reach their full potential.

We’re proud to offer foundational early learning 
experiences across several Chicagoland locations, 
including in neighborhoods like Little Village and North 
Lawndale, where affordable, high-quality child care is 
an urgently needed community asset.

Our early learning programs, which serve 529 young 
learners weekly, pair developmentally appropriate 
curriculum with the positive human connections 
and resources our youngest learners need to thrive. 
Essential supplies, such as formula, diapers, and wipes 
are provided to enrolled families at no additional cost, 
and funding from Early Head Start, Preschool for All, 
Child Care Assistance Program (CCAP), and the Y’s 
Scholarship Fund make it possible for us to make early 
education accessible to all.

With one preschool student and another 
preschool alum at the Rauner Family YMCA, 
the Hart family counts on the Y to instill 
healthy habits, cognitive skills, and emotional 
wellbeing—core competencies that support 
school readiness and lifelong learning.
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100% OF FAMILIES 
REPORTED FEELING 

THAT THEIR CHILD 
WAS SAFE WHILE 

AT A YMCA EARLY 
LEARNING PROGRAM. 

100%

Meanwhile, the Y’s licensed preschool programs 
bring our mission anchors of academic 
readiness and character development to 
life, preparing young learners aged 3-5 for 
anything life throws at them. Aligned with 
state and national Early Learning Standards, 
our preschools promote language, anti-bias 
literacy, math, and critical thinking skills by 
encouraging children to explore their own 
interests in a supportive environment.

Providing children a safe, nurturing 
environment in which to learn and grow is the 
utmost priority at every one of our child care 
locations. All YMCA teachers are highly trained, 
DCFS-certified, and carefully selected based on 
the Y’s core values of caring, honesty, respect, 
and responsibility. As we continue to adapt to 
the changes and challenges of the COVID-19 
pandemic, we’ve adapted our early education 
programming to adhere to IDPH guidelines.

The YMCA of Metropolitan Chicago is 
committed to building a healthier, more 
equitable Chicagoland, and that starts with 
intentional investment in the youngest members 
of our community. 
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INVESTING IN 
UNFORGETTABLE 
EXPERIENCES 
With dozens of Day Camps throughout the Chicagoland area and Overnight Camps 
on four scenic campgrounds throughout the Midwest, the YMCA of Metropolitan 
Chicago is a trusted leader in bringing unforgettable, life-shaping experiences to 
youth and teens.

And 2021 was no exception.

This past summer, YMCA Camp Duncan celebrated its 100th year of fostering 
confidence and resilience in children and teens. After a yearlong hiatus, camp staff 
worked tirelessly to ensure the 300-acre campsite in Ingleside, Illinois was ready to 
give campers the warm welcome they’d been waiting for.

New COVID-19 safety protocols, like rearranging bunks and keeping campers in 
“pods” based on cabin groups, made it possible for youth to enjoy loads of summer 
fun while giving parents peace of mind.

Still, what makes the Y’s Overnight Camps so special for generations of campers 
hasn’t changed: they’re places where youth can be their fullest, most authentic selves, 
surrounded by friends and role models who embrace them for exactly who they are.

Last summer, we 
adapted to the 
challenges of a 

changing world to 
make summer magic 

happen for our 
community’s kids.
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One teen camper at YMCA Camp Duncan spoke about finding a sense of 
belonging at camp: “At school and in my neighborhood, I have to kind 
of dress up or act a certain way. I have to make sure I don’t act too 
goofy or silly. At camp, acting that way is encouraged, and you’re 
the oddball out if you act normal!”

While our Overnight Camps give young people a “home away 
from home” in which to explore their passions, make friends, 
and develop their leadership skills, our centers bring more 
than their fair share of summer excitement closer to 
home through our Day Camp program.

From traditional options that offer the classic 
summer experience families know and love to 
Specialty Camps tailored to sports, science, the 
arts, and more, the Y’s Day Camps embody 
the spirit of year-round learning. This year’s 
campers created non-Newtonian fluids out 
of cornstarch and water, prepared healthy 
snacks, led volunteer projects, practiced 
sports fundamentals, and more!

Despite the COVID-19 pandemic, our  
Day Camps found innovative ways to bring 
exciting field trips to our communities’ kids. 
Safe, masked, and outdoors, the Lake View 
YMCA’s Sports Camp got to put their golf skills 
to the test at a miniature golf course. Meanwhile, 
the Irving Park YMCA campers had a chance to 
learn about the endangered species in their own 
backyards through a documentary screening and 
visiting guest speaker.

Across the full breadth of the Y’s Overnight Camps and 
Day Camps, youth of all identities and passions can count on 
meaningful adventures led by caring, enthusiastic staff who 
put their growth and wellbeing first.

That’s how we change lives, one summer at a time. 

MORE THAN 4,000 
CAMPERS SERVED 

ACROSS 15 DAY CAMP  
LOCATIONS IN 

CHICAGOLAND CITY 
AND SUBURBS.

4,000



12

IN THE FALL OF 2021, THE 
Y SERVED 2566 YOUTH IN 
BEFORE/AFTER SCHOOL 
PROGRAMMING AT 71 SITES.

2,566

INVESTING IN 
TOMORROW’S 

MOVERS, 
MAKERS, AND  

LEADERS
Raising strong, 

resilient kids 
takes a village. 
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At the YMCA 
of Metropolitan 
Chicago, we’re proud to 
serve as an extension of that 
village for Chicagoland’s families—
and one of the key ways we live that 
purpose is through our Out of School 
Time (OST) program.

With program sites at local Y centers 
and schools, we provide reliable, 
enriching before- and after-school 
programming to school-aged 
youth throughout Chicagoland. 
By thoughtfully merging play and 
structured learning, our OST programs 
build upon what students experience 
in the classroom while creating a warm, 
inclusive environment that doesn’t 
quite feel like school.

In December, youth enrolled in after-
school care at the Kelly Hall YMCA, 
McCormick YMCA, Rauner Family 
YMCA, and South Side YMCA had 
the opportunity to exercise their 
imaginations, collaborate with one 
another, and practice their problem-
solving skills through the Y’s new 
3D Printing and Design Program, 
which was funded by the CME Group 
Foundation.

“Whatever you want to design, you 
can design it your own way,” said 
Brianna, a participant at the Kelly Hall 
YMCA, proudly holding up two of her 
creations—a bag tag and a guitar pick 
with her zodiac sign.

Throughout the course of the six-
week program, students like Brianna 
took on increasingly complex design 
challenges, culminating in a lesson 
titled “Invent for Tomorrow.” For this 
culminating project, youth identified 
areas of improvement in their 
communities, designed products to 
address those issues, and fabricated 
prototypes for these useful objects 
with their 3D printing knowledge.

On top of promoting academic 
readiness, the Y’s before- and after-
school curriculum prioritizes social-
emotional and cross-cultural learning.

With the pandemic’s mental health 
impacts in mind, our OST programs 
have helped youth readjust to daily 
interaction with both peers and adults. 
Monthly curricular themes like Self-
Esteem, Connection & Belonging, 
Emotional Management, and Honesty 
& Integrity give participants age-
appropriate vehicles to engage 
in honest dialogue about mental 
wellbeing, healthy relationships-
building, and bullying prevention.

Belonging lies at the core of the Y’s 
before- and after-school programs, 

and we’re proud to 
promote diversity and 

inclusion through activities 
celebrating the myriad cultures that 

enrich our Y family.

In February, the South Side YMCA 
youth celebrated Black History Month 
by portraying Black luminaries in 
the center’s halls and sharing facts 
about their chosen historical figures 
to members and staff. During Asian 
American and Pacific Islander Heritage 
Month in May, students at YMCA  
Safe ‘n Sound created artwork inspired 
by Japanese multimedia artist Yayoi 
Kusama. Throughout September and 
October, several of our Association’s 
OST sites observed Hispanic Heritage 
Month by learning about the cultural 
contributions of the Hispanic and 
Latine diasporas through crafts and 
historical teachings.

“It was great for our children that the 
Y’s after-school program celebrated 
their heritage,” a parent from Alex 
Haley Academy’s OST program said. 
“Often, our culture is overlooked, 
and for the Y to take the time to teach 
the students about theirs was truly 
appreciated.” 
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INVESTING IN SAFER 
NEIGHBORHOODS
The YMCA of Metropolitan Chicago’s Youth 
Safety and Violence Prevention initiative (YSVP) 
operates on one driving principle: healing is 
prevention.
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Through trauma-informed care and 
positive youth development, our 
YSVP programs strive to end cycles of 
violence that adversely affect far too 
many young people’s lives. By creating 
safe spaces for Chicago-area teens 
to build community and process their 
lived experiences with trusted peers 
and mentors, we’re investing in a safer, 
more equitable Chicagoland for future 
generations.

Urban Warriors, our longest-running 
YSVP program, pairs military veterans 
with youth exposed to violence in 
some of Chicago’s most dangerous 

neighborhoods. Together, these 
two groups engage in meaningful, 
intergenerational dialogue about how 
to survive in hostile environments 
and channel their strengths toward 
positive change in their communities.

Mayte Gonzalez, a recent alumna of 
YSVP’s Urban Warriors program at 
the Rauner Family YMCA, shared the 
following remarks in a speech during 
her program graduation ceremony 
in June: “I met new people and built 
relationships. I’m pretty sure if I 
wouldn’t have been doing this, I would 
have been doing other things, you 

know, going down the wrong path. 
Now I know that I don’t need to face 
my problems alone.”

And Urban Warriors is just one of 
the Y’s many programs focusing on 
violence prevention. From Story 
Squad, which utilizes podcasting and 
audio production as outlets for social-
emotional learning, to Safe Humane 
Chicago’s Lifetime Bonds Program, 
which strengthens teens’ leadership 
skills as they help train rescue dogs, 
our YSVP program fosters community-
wide resiliency through healing, 
restorative activities. 

SERVED APPROXIMATELY 
200 YOUTH VIA DIRECT YSVP 
PROGRAMMING IN 2021.

200



DIGITAL ACCESS  
AND LITERACY

INVESTING IN
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A well-connected 
neighborhood is a 
healthy one. 
Internet access and digital literacy 
resources are crucial to building equitable 
communities—especially now, when 
technology plays such a vital role in our 
daily lives. From scheduling COVID-19 
vaccination appointments to assisting 
children with online learning, families use 
digital tools every day to attend to their 
basic needs.

As the YMCA of Metropolitan Chicago 
continues to evolve in tandem with our 
changing world, we’re finding exciting 
ways to incorporate digital wellness into 
our mission.

With support from the City of Chicago’s 
Chicago Connected program, we’ve 
connected more than 1,850 households 
with no-cost, high-speed internet.

This year, we also set up our Community 
IT Help Desk, a bilingual phone line 
through which local residents ask 
questions about Internet connectivity, 
online learning tools, navigating email 
software, and more. To date, we’ve helped 
276 unique callers with 554 technology-
related inquiries.

TO DATE, WE’VE 
HELPED 276 UNIQUE 
CALLERS WITH 554 
TECHNOLOGY-
RELATED INQUIRIES.

276
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Ana Lopez, a Chicago resident who called 
our help desk looking for assistance with 
Zoom, reflected on the impact of our 
community-driven IT support.

“The skills I have learned have served 
me greatly because now, I am able to 
communicate with other people through 
the applications that I now know how 
to use,” Lopez said. “I am very happy 
because I can now call my native 
country. If I had known how to use [these 
applications] before, I would have been 
able to talk to my brother before he died. I 
would like to thank the YMCA and Chicago 
Connected for the great help that they 
have given me.”

To further bridge the digital divide, our 
Association opened in-person Computer 
Support Labs at the Kelly Hall YMCA, 
Rauner Family YMCA, and South Side 
YMCA in November. Community members 
can use these labs at no cost to apply to 
jobs, take free training courses on basic 
computer use, and access resources 
like unemployment insurance, RTA bus 
passes, and more.

“With help available both in-person 
and over the phone, I hope that more 
and more people ask us tech-related 
questions about services they’re qualified 
and eligible for,” said Jorge Mora, 
Community IT Help Desk Specialist at the 
YMCA of Metropolitan Chicago. “Thanks 
to the Y’s collaboration with Chicago 
Connected, we’re able to assist a lot more 
people at a much greater capacity.” 



WHAT CAN BE 

In October, hundreds 
of community partners 

across the Chicagoland 
area demonstrated their 
passion for the Y’s work 
by investing in what can 

be at the Association’s 
Annual Recognition 

Dinner, presented by 
BMO Harris Bank.

INVESTING IN

THE VIRTUAL EVENT INSPIRED 
$1.3 MILLION IN GENEROUS 
CONTRIBUTIONS FROM ENGAGED 
PHILANTHROPISTS, GENEROUS 
CORPORATE SPONSORS, AND OTHER 
LIKE-MINDED Y SUPPORTERS.

18

$1.3
MILLION



19

Seen as a powerful endorsement, the virtual event inspired a record-high 
$1.3 million in generous contributions from engaged philanthropists, 
generous corporate sponsors, and other like-minded Y supporters who 
believe in the value of strengthening youth, families, and communities. 
Philanthropic gifts like those pledged at the Recognition Dinner are vital 
to ensuring that the Y’s quality programs remain accessible to everyone, 
regardless of their ability to pay. Every year, our scholarship program 
provides nearly $2 million in financial assistance to local families.

This year’s event celebrated three distinguished honorees and the 
investments they’ve made to transform Chicagoland’s tomorrows:  Dr. 
Byron T. Brazier  (Volunteer Award), Mr. Peter B. McNitt (Leader Award), 
and the Wintrust Financial Corporation (Partner Award). It was an evening 
of reflection, celebration, and reverence that showcased the Y’s work and 
evolving vision for serving our diverse communities. 

Additionally, our partners at Wintrust also helped us showcase our pride 
in investing in our community’s youth in a big way. In October, the Y was 
proudly featured on Wintrust’s mural overlooking the Kennedy Expressway, 
allowing more than 500,000 travelers to catch a glimpse of the many ways 
in which we empower youth to reach their fullest potential. 
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As part of our commitment to remaining a vital community 
asset and a place of belonging for all families, the YMCA of 
Metropolitan Chicago announced in November that health, 
fitness, and other community programming would resume at 
the Rauner Family YMCA starting in 2022, after being paused 
in 2020 due to the pandemic. 

OUR
COMMUNITIES 

CHILD POVERTY IN THE SURROUNDING 
AREA OF THE RAUNER FAMILY YMCA IS 46% 
(COMPARED TO CITY AVERAGE OF 27%).

46%

INVESTING IN
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Renewing its commitment to youth 
and families in Little Village and Pilsen 
marked one of the ways in which 
the Y is addressing inequity in our 
communities.

The Y is offering complimentary 
memberships to the Rauner Family 
YMCA throughout 2022 to ensure 
that everyone can access the Y’s 
quality health and wellness programs. 
Additionally, families and individuals 
residing in the zip codes 60608, 

60623, 60632, and 60609 also have 
free access to any of the Association’s 
centers in Chicago and the suburbs. 
The complimentary memberships will 
enable local families to access fitness 
resources and connect with others  
to maintain wellness in spirit, mind,  
and body.

“I am so happy the Rauner Family Y 
is back!” exclaimed Lizette Garcia, a 
Gage Park resident. “I really loved the 
fitness classes and can’t wait to do 

them again. When [my son Andrew] 
was born, the Y became a huge part of 
his life, too. During the pandemic, we 
would ride our bikes to stay active but 
it doesn’t compare to seeing friends at 
the Y.”

Our doors are open to all who are 
looking to join a welcoming, supportive 
community that offers opportunities  
to make a real impact on themselves 
and others. 
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In 2021, we turned a partnership between the YMCA of the USA 
and Wilson Sporting Goods into a once-in-a-lifetime enriching 
sporting experience for local youth.

In tandem with the return of the iconic Dreamville Chi-League 
Powered by Wilson basketball tournament, the Y and Wilson 
co-hosted three complimentary youth clinics led by local coaches 
and Chi-League organizers at the South Side YMCA in August. 
Around 150 youth learned from the best at the clinics, including 
tips from NBA trainer Chris Brickley. Bringing his NBA experience 
to the South Side Y’s hardwoods, Brickley took the aspiring players 
through a set of high-energy drills focused on developing on-
court skills while emphasizing teamwork and sportsmanship.

The tournament itself inspired more than $14,000 in contributions 
to the Y and also led to a collaboration with The Winning Edge 
Leadership Academy. Together, we presented a Town Hall 
discussion for youth that discussed and promoted interest in the 
arts and sports beyond being a performer or athlete.

For generations, YMCA youth sports programs have empowered 
children and teens to become and stay active, gain confidence, 
and develop the behaviors of good sportsmanship and teamwork. 
The partnership with Wilson enabled the Y to extend exciting 
opportunities to underserved youth who might not otherwise have 
had the chance to access.

At the YMCA of 
Metropolitan Chicago, 

we recognize that 
collaborations are the 

cornerstone of our 
success. 
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INVESTING IN YOUTH 
THROUGH COMMUNITY 
SPORTS
Similarly, working with the Obama Foundation unlocked a 
whole host of new experiences for local teens. Around 100 
young South Side basketball enthusiasts got to practice 
drills with Chicago Bulls player Patrick Williams, Bulls 
general manager Marc Eversley, and representatives 
from the Chicago Sky in December at the South Side Y. But 
without question the biggest surprise of the day came when 
former US President Barack Obama made an unannounced 
visit to encourage the student athletes to work hard to 
achieve their goals and express support for the Y’s work as 
a leading community youth services provider.

“I used to bring the girls [Malia and Sasha] here when they 
were just itty bitty things,” President Obama recalled fondly. 
“This was a community center and a place of refuge for kids 
... [and] I wanted to make sure that we stopped by to let you 
know that it’s our intention to partner and work with this 
Y right here, that we’re doing everything we can to 
amplify and support great programs like the 
ones that are taking place here every day.”

“I thought I was just coming to a basketball 
clinic until President Obama walked in,” 
said shocked teen participant Antoine 
C. “Meeting Obama is the best thing that 

has ever happened to me, especially knowing that he is a 
ballplayer like me. I loved every minute!”

The Y is collaborating with the Obama Foundation and 
Obama Presidential Center in Woodlawn to bring more 
quality services and resources to local families and youth, 
especially on Chicago’s South Side.

Through slam-dunk partner events like these, there’s no 
denying the positive impact youth sports can have on 
bridging community gaps for the next generation. 
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MILLENIUM BENEFACTOR ($250,000+)
The Crown Family ◊
The Foglia Family Foundation #
MacKenzie Scott
United Way of Metropolitan Chicago
YMCA of the USA

MILLENIUM PATRON ($100,000+)
BMO Harris Bank
The Ehlert Family Foundation
Jane M. Kuntz Estate
Roderick C. MacLeod Estate
Northwestern Memorial HealthCare
Cathy and Bill Osborn

GRAND BENEFACTOR ($50,000+)
Allstate Insurance Company
The Buehler Family Foundation
Amy and Paul Carbone ◊
Henry T. Chandler Charitable Trust
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Kenneth C. Griffin Charitable Fund
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Keiser
Opus Foundation
Polk Bros. Foundation
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Tom and Cece Ricketts
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The Bluhm Family Charitable Foundation
Rita and John Canning 
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Conagra Brands Foundation
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Jim Gordon, The Edgewater Funds
Patrick and Susan Frangella #
Charles E. and Debbie Frank ◊

Chris and Cindy Galvin
GCM Grosvenor
Harris Family Fund of The New York Community Trust
Grayson N. Holmbeck, Ph.D. #
IAC
Liz and Eric Lefkofsky
Cheryl and Jack Neal
Nicor Gas
The Nitzberg Family ◊
Northern Trust
Rhonda Overman and Mark Magee
Chris and Kim Trick ◊
Mark Wilcox and Catherine Wertjes ◊

PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE ($10,000+)
Caryn and Jon Africk ◊
John and Ann Amboian
Anonymous
Aon
The Alben F. and Clara G. Bates Foundation
Erin Beal
Sandra J. Beal
The Boeing Company
Joseph and Angela Hicks Bowman
Scott and Tracy Brown
Maree G. Bullock
Cameron Can Foundation
The Jessica and Timothy Canning Charitable Fund at The 
Chicago Community Foundation  
Liz and David Chandler
Chapin-May Foundation of Illinois
CME Group
ComEd, an Exelon Company
Cozen O’Connor
Daniel L. Creamean ◊
Digital Check Corp.
Jim and Sarah DiMatteo ◊
The Driskill Foundation
Janet and Craig Duchossois
Edwardson Family Foundation
Ben & Jill Erwin ◊
Sharon R. Fairley ◊
Peter and Colleen Fissinger ◊ #

DONOR HONOR ROLL



25

Amanda C. Fox
Mrs. Zollie S. Frank Fund
Leonard C. Goodman
Great Lakes Lifting Solutions
Greater LaGrange Y’s Men’s Club
Mr. and Mrs. H. Patrick Hackett, Jr.
Maureen and James Hackett
Jim and Marianne Hayes ◊
Graham Hills
Hub Group, Inc.
Larry and Jane Hund ◊
Idealease
Illinois Spina Bifida Association
JCPenney Company
The Kadens Family Foundation ◊
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph P. Karczewski ◊
Becky and Lester Knight
David and Cindy Lichtenheld #
Ronald McDaniel
Mr. and Mrs. Peter B. McNitt ◊
Mercyhealth
Mesirow 
Meta Chicago
Motor Werks Auto Group
Motorola Solutions, Inc.
Daniel and JoAnn Murphy
The Nelson Family ◊
Greg and Teri Nickele ◊
Susan and Nicholas Noyes
Bridget O’Neill ◊
ORIX USA
John Paluch
Jenny Patterson and Steve Kroll ◊
Sandra Allen and S. J. Perlow ◊ 
Jim and Molly Perry
Priority Sports and Entertainment
RoundTable Healthcare Partners
Saas Family #
Sidley Austin LLP
Skinner Family Foundation
The Spencer Foundation
Steans Family Foundation
Stryker Corporation

Mr. Gene L. Temkin #
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick B. Thomas ◊
United Way of Greater McHenry County, Inc.  
USA Swimming Foundation
Wilson Sporting Goods Company

SUSTAINING CIRCLE ($5,000 - $9,999)
Lisa Anastasia ◊
Anonymous
Stephen and Susan Baird
The Beaubien Family
Siovhan Bernard #
Carol Lavin Bernick
Liz and John Blanchard
Philip D. Blomberg #
Blue Cross Blue Shield Association
Stephen Botsford
William and Laurel Bresnahan #
The Carney Family Fund
Greg and Dorothy Chapman
Cinespace Chicago Film Studios
Coilcraft
Community Foundation for McHenry County
Bradley and Mary Chapin ◊
Chicago Cubs Charities
James & Catherine Denny Foundation
The Dick’s Sporting Goods Foundation
Draper and Kramer, Incorporated
Estate of Lynn Sanders Wilson
Fred and Judy Feinstein ◊
Karen and John Ferrero
Friedrich-Jones Funeral Home
Cindy and Mark Fuller
Gads Hill Center
Gallo Family Foundation
Terry and Renee Graber
Don and Jane Gralen
Brian and Christine Greenblatt
The Harley-Davidson Foundation
John and Lisa Iberle
ITW
Kingsley H. Murphy Family Foundation
Kristin and Michael Kiss #
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KPMG

Lichtenheld Family Foundation

Paul and Kathy Liska

John and Alice Lloyd Foundation

Mary and Edward McCarthy

The Robert R. McCormick Foundation

Andrew J. McKenna

Dr. and Mrs. David G. McLone #

Dorri C. McWhorter ◊

Mission of Our Lady of the Angels

Vaishak & Cailyn Mittur ◊

Morgan Stanley

Naperville Noon Lions

Naperville Rotary Charities

Mr. and Mrs. Alan D. Nesburg

Obama Foundation

O’Brien Family

Dan and Meredith O’Connor & Family ◊

Katie Panning Spieth

Vicki and Mike Pesch #

Power Construction Company

Meg and Mike Revord

Kathleen and John Roeser ◊

Rotary Club of Naperville

SchaferCondonCarter (SCC)

Ray and Mary Schulte

Gerry Shear

The Sheba Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. Ralston & Sandra Simmons ◊

Gabrielle Sirchio and Douglas Williams

The Sorenson Family ◊

State Bank of India

Jeremy Stom Remembrance Foundation

Doug and Jenny Toft

Joe and Margaret Tilson ◊

Judith Toland ◊

William Blair

LEADERSHIP CIRCLE ($1,000 - $4,999)
Cathleen C. Adams

Andrew Adelmann

Margaret A. Adreani

Aerotek

Aim True Investment Group LLC

Brad and Martha Albers #

Brandon Allen #

Alpha Baking Co, Inc.

The Alter Group

AltusWorks

American Legion McHenry Post #491

Ronald Anderson

Anika’s Closet

Anonymous

Rob and Vicki Apatoff

Sunil and Avanija Arora

Thomas and Debra Babu

Gregg and Susie Bach

Mr. A. Joakim Backstrom

Christie Baines

Michael and Bonnie Balkin

Bar On Main LLC

Clifford W. Barnes Foundation Fund

Stephen and Carolyn Barrett

The Bartakovics / Smith Family

Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan Batt #

Rick and Debbie Bedell #

Chip and Lesa Bennett

Greg and Meaghan Bishop

Black Diamond Plumbing and Mechanical, Inc.

Luann and David Blowers

Blue Cross Blue Shield of Illinois

Greg Boltz #

Diana Bowen

Robin Bowman and Joseph Allegretti #

Christine Brinkman ◊

William, Jill and Marshall Brown #

Cynthia Burrell

James Burt

Pearl A. Callaghan

Camp Thunderbird Charitable Foundation

The Capital Group Companies, Inc.

Dave Carlotta

Tami Carrillo and Neil Morrow

Casey’s Foods

CDW Corporation

Scot and Shirley Cerka

James Chapman

Michael Chapman

DONOR HONOR ROLL (CONTINUED)



27

Dee Dee and Rick Chesley
Chicago Tube & Iron
David and Danielle Chu
Terry and Michelle Cicero
Michael Ciminero
Allen and Elaine Cizner ◊
David and Melissa Clark #
Deborah and Michael Cogan
Sharon and Larry Cohen #
Dorothy Cole-Gary
Community Coordinated Child Care
John Crawford
Sarah and Todd Creviston
Thomas W. Crowley 
Maureen Culhane Charitable Fund
Elizabeth M. Cummings ◊
Pamela and George Cumpata #
Steve Dahlin
Bill and Sandi Dahlin
James H. Davies
Linda G. Dean
Dearborn Group
Mary DeBartolo
Melissa DeBartolo
Jane DeBaun
Bruce and Linda Denby
Mark and Noreen Devens
Diane Dichter
Jill M. Doerner
Wilda Duncan
Daniel, Wendy, Tim and Amy Duquette #
Sean and Kelly Durkin 
The Ecolab Foundation
Lee Edwards
Bob and Lisa Egan #
Jarquetta Egeston #
Elmhurst Youth Baseball
Touline and Ramsey Elshafei
Brian and Gail Ensberg
Evolve Chiropractic
Suzanne Faber and Richard Fizdale
Richard and Yvonne Fawell #
FIS 
John and Sandy Fitzgerald
Theodore and Sharon Flint #

Ardena L. Flippin
John Foges
Gil & Paula Fonger
Larry and Stephanie Forsberg #
The Frank Family
Mark G. Franzen
Christopher Freeman *
Friedman/Rundquist Family
John and Sue Gainer #
Paul Galvin Memorial Foundation Trust
GE Foundation
The Gerber Foundation
Nancy and Nick Giampietro
Laura Giampino and Colleen Halloran #
Tim and Marcela Giegerich #
Jasmine Glover #
Alicia Gonzalez ◊
George Goodwin
Google
Mr. and Mrs. Al Gordon
Lauren and David Gorter
Dorothy and Jeff Gragnolati #
Samantha Grant #
Chasity Graves-Currie and Anthony Currie
The William Grogan Family
James R. Grover #
Reginald Guy II #
Melina Hale and Mark Westneat
Tiffany Hamel Johnson ◊
William G. Hamik # 
Bob and Kristy Haney #
Mike and Kathy Hankard
Tom Harig
Joseph and Gail Harowski
Norman Wait Harris Memorial Fund
Neville Hayes and Julie Besaw
The Heiser Family
Thomas and Jennifer Helsdingen
The Hewitt-Shils Family
David Hiller Charitable Fund
Lindy Hirschsohn and Christopher Coetzee
Kevin Hogan
Home State Bank
Kenne’quia Howell
Laura Batt and Dan Hungerman
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Brian Husselbee
Impelix
Indian Boundary Y’s Men’s Club
J W Morlock & Girls LLC
Kathy and Tony Janca
Jason’s Foods Incorporated
The Johnson Family #
Rashard Johnson #
Ron and Sally Johnson
Jane Placet Jones
Dr. Bruce Kaufman #
Tom Kayes
Andrew and Robin Kelleher
Thomas and Lynn Kennedy
Kiarri Kershaw
The Keystone Group
Maureen Kilgallon
Kiwanis Club of LaGrange
Mark and Kenton Klaus
The Crewe-Kluge Family
Lewis Knecht and Family #
Timothy J. Kolb
Jim and Barb Kordick #
Kovler Family Foundation
Monte and Susan Krol #
Emily Kurtz #
La Luz Family
Thomas and Linda Lakars
Daniel and Darcie Lambert
Dr. Lance and Martha Lambert #
Kim and Dan Landano
Eric and Debra Landry #
The Large Family
LaVanway Farms
Cherese R. Ledet
Rose and Matthew Lemke #
Leopardo Charitable Foundation
William G. Lerch 
Gary and Meryl Levenstein
Mark and Pat Levine 
Gary and Maureen Lichtenheld
Stephen and Andrea Lichtenheld
Laura Lopez and James Arendt #
M & R Capital Management Inc.

Stephen and Rosemary Mack
Ray and Diane Maida
Cecily and David Murphy Majerus Foundation
Zeal Grass Milk Creamery
Jamie and Christopher Maravich #
Markel Corp
Rocco and Roxanne Martino
Darryl and Rebecca Mataya
Dorothy J. Mathews
William R. Mathis
Dan and Barb Mazur #
Judy and John McDaniel
Daniel McGrew
Devin McKinnon
Delos D. McKnight
Donald McNeeley
Medical Risk Services, Inc.
Pati and Tom Miers ◊ #
Dr. James Milne D.D.S. and Marlene Meyer
Phillip Moll and Yuko Takemichi
Bill and Alyce Moloney
Thomas F. and Susan P. Moran
Paul and Tracy Mroch
James Mulbrandon #
Matt and Lindsey Murphy
Toby and Patrick Murphy
Sue Myers
Naperville Professional Firefighters For  A Cause
Sean Nelson and Robin Hulshizer
Baraka and Teresa Nevels
Golub & Company / Michael Newman
Nixon Peabody, LLP
Bruce and Lori Nixon
Jeff Noland
Heather A. Norton
The Tim O’Gara Family
Morton Kier & Louise Olivo-Kier
Roger and Vilma Otto
Ellory Peck
Elizabeth Perry
Dr. and Mrs. Michael G. Peske #
Pete and Katie Petersen #
Jeffrey and Barbara Peterson
Stacy Peterson
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Dina Petrakis
William Piper #
PJH & Associates, Inc.
Polymedco, Inc.
The Rappaport-DeWolfe Family
Chad Rasmussen
Mary Theresa Reed #
Rita Corporation
RMB Capital
Walter and Nancy Roach
Nancy and John Robb #
Kenneth Root
Rotary Club of Naperville Sunrise
Daniel and Carmel Roth #
Rubenfeld Family
Laura Russo
Daniel Rust
Nicholas and Teresa Ryan
Gregory Scandaglia and Karyn Glass
Scandaglia Ryan LLP
Bill and Terry Schmidt
Bruce and Ann Schubert
The Schulz Family #
Stephen and Pamela Self
Robert and Nancy Singleton
Six Generations Farming Local
Joshua Skoczen
SmithAmundsen LLC
Gregory T. Soroka
LaTrina Spaulding
Elliot and Peggy Spiegel
Staff of Life Bakery and Farms
Swathi Staley
Starcom MediaVest Group
Eric and Tammy Steele
Thomas Stenson
Margaret Stephan
Deborah and Douglas Stevens
Sonya and Curtis Stowers #
Jennifer and John Streit
Superior Chimney Services Corp.
Jackie Szymczak #
Bob and Mary Tallitsch
The Emerson Trust

Bobby and Sarah Thomas

TKDA Corporate Giving Committee

Karen Tobin #

John and Sharon Tolomei #

Mr. and Mrs. M. Jay Trees

Daniel and Jeanne Tuerk Family #

Tuk Tuk Naperville

Jay and Pam Turner #

Ed Uihlein Family Foundation

UnitedHealthcare

David and Donna Vallee

Warren Van Der Voort

Sam and Justine Vlahos

Warady & Davis LLP

Cynthia and Charles Webb

Samuel Weinstein Family Foundation

Wells Fargo Foundation

Thomas Werge

Carl West #

Dennis and Tiffany White #

Gregg and Cindy Wikierak #

Kevin and Peggy Wilson #

Windy Acres Farm

Ben and Nicole Wineman

Dennis E. and Rosemary Macko Wisnosky #

Allison Wojtowicz 

Elizabeth B. Yerkes

Michael and Barbara Zahorik

Linda and Robert Zoiss

Rita A. Zralek

Zurich American Insurance Company

GOVERNMENT PARTNERS
Chicago Department of Family & Support Services

Chicago Low-Income Housing Trust Fund

Chicago Public Schools

Children First Fund

Circuit Court of Cook County Juvenile Justice and Child  
Protection Department

City of Naperville

Illinois Criminal Justice Information Authority

Illinois Department of Human Services

Illinois Network of Child Care Resources and Referrall Agencies

Illinois State Board of Education  
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
Christopher Freeman, Chair
Kevin Buckman, Chief of Staff and Member Experience Chair
Billy Comstock, Chief Ambassador and Community Impact Chair 
Liz Goetz, Secretary and Communications Chair 
Vaishak Mittur, Chair Emeritus
Kaelan Nagle, Treasurer and Mission Advancement Chair 

LEADERSHIP TEAM 
Kemena Brooks, Engagement Chair 
Anne Jorjorian, Special Events Chair 
Matt Kmiec, Recruitment Chair 

MEMBERS 
David Allen 
William Cisar 
Audrey Conceicao 
Kyle Geiger 
Jeremy Glenn 
Nicholas P. Goodman 
Michael Herrmann 
Brian Kroopf 
Matthew LaFontaine 
Stephen Little 
Olivia Mancuso 

Krystal McMiller 
Nikki Newsome 
Cailin Rogers 
Kristine Rucker-Morrow 
Dhiren Sarwal 
Megan Elizabeth Smith 
Melanie Irene Stewart 
John Torres 
David Weber 
Curtis Wilcox

MEMBERS  
Lisa Anastasia 
Christine M. Brinkman 
Amy L. Carbone 
Clarence Carson 
Bradley D. Chapin 
Daniel L. Creamean 
A. Steven Crown 
Elizabeth Cummings 
James S. DiMatteo 
Jeffrey W. Douthit 
Benjamin E. Erwin 
Peter Fissinger 
Charles E. Frank 
Christopher Freeman 
Alicia Gonzalez 
Tiffany Hamel Johnson 
James H. Hayes 
Jolie Horen 
Peter Kadens 
Joseph P. Karczewski 

Connie L. Lindsey 
Bishop Robert Lombardo, CFR
Peter B. McNitt 
Dorri C. McWhorter 
Tom C. Miers 
Vaishak Mittur 
Sheila M. Nelson 
Gregory A. Nickele 
Meredith L. O’Connor 
Jane R. Patterson 
S. James Perlow 
Kathleen Roeser 
Ralston Simmons 
Steven P. Sorenson 
Frederick B. Thomas 
Joseph E. Tilson 
Judith Toland 
Christopher Trick 
Mark D. Wilcox 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
William E. Bennett 
A. Steven Crown 
Yolanda M. Deen 
Sharon R. Fairley 
Amanda C. Fox 
Donald J. Gralen 
James H. Hayes 
John E. Neal 
William A. Osborn 
S. James Perlow 
David J. Vitale 
Mark D. Wilcox 

CHAIRMAN’S COUNCIL 
William E. Bennett 
William A. Osborn 
Scott C. Smith 
Paul L. Snyder 
David J. Vitale 

LIFE MEMBERS 
Allen J. Cizner 
Fred I. Feinstein

BOARD OF MANAGERS
OFFICERS 
Sharon R. Fairley, Chairperson
Stanley Nitzberg, Vice Chairperson 
Caryn Rowe Africk, Vice Chairperson 
Lawrence G. Hund, Treasurer
Bridget R. O’Neill, Recording Secretary

ASSOCIATE BOARD  



AFTER SCHOOL OFFSITE LOCATIONS
Sarah Adams Elementary
Seth Paine Elementary
Spencer Loomis Elementary
Emmons
Hayt Elementary School
Holmes Elementary School
Belding Elementary School
Murphy Elementary School
Disney II Magnet Elementary School
Peirce Elementary School 
Jahn Elementary School 
Burley Elementary School
Chappell Elementary School
Moos Elementary School
Galileo Scholastic Academy 
Algonquin Road Elementary School
Edgebrook Elementary School
Riverwood Elementary School 
Hilltop Elementary School 
Valley View Elementary School 
Landmark Elementary School 
Prairie Grove Elementary School 
Carlos Fuentes (Acero)

Roberto Clemente (Acero)
Brookdale Elementary School
Brookdale Elementary School
Gwen Brooks Elementary School
Cowlishaw Elementary School
Elmwood Elementary School
Fearn Elementary School
Fry Elementary School
Goodwin Elementary School
Freeman Elementary School
Georgetown Elementary School
Highlands Elementary School
Longwood Elementary School
May Watts Elementary School
McCarty Elementary School
Mill Street Elementary School 
Patterson Elementary School 
Prairie Elementary School 
Reba Steck Elementary School 
Schneider Elementary School
Scott Elementary School 
Spring Brook Elementary School
Steeple Run Elementary School 

Welch Elementary School 
Young Elementary School 
Charles Carroll Elementary (Ashburn)
Walter S. Christopher (Gage Park)
Claremont Academy (Chicago Lawn)
Richard Edwards (Archer Heights)
Arthur A. Libby (Englewood/New City)
Lionel Hampton Fine & Arts (Ashburn)
Francis M. McKay (Chicago Lawn)
Florence Nightingale (Gage Park)
Rosenwald Elementary (Ashburn)
Sidney Sawyer (Gage Park)
Alex Haley Elementary (Roseland)
Daniel Boone Elementary (West Rogers Park)
Countee Cullen Elementary (Roseland)
Frazier Elementarty 
Paul Revere Elementary 
Daniel Webster Elementary 
Charles Sumner Elementary  
Roswell Mason Elementary
King Elementary
Morton Elementary

EARLY EDUCATION & CARE 
Early Learning Demonstration Center
Dr. Effie O. Ellis YMCA Head Start
Garfield YMCA
Jeanne Kenney YMCA Day Care Center
Marshall YMCA
McCormick YMCA
North Lawndale YMCA
Rauner Family YMCA
South Side YMCA

MEMBERSHIP CENTERS
Buehler YMCA
Elmhurst YMCA
Foglia YMCA
Fry Family YMCA
Greater LaGrange YMCA
Hastings Lake YMCA
Indian Boundary YMCA
Irving Park YMCA
Kelly Hall YMCA
Lake View YMCA
McCormick YMCA
Rauner Family YMCA
Sage YMCA
South Side YMCA

RESIDENT CAMPS
YMCA Camp Duncan
YMCA Camp Independence
YMCA Camp MacLean
YMCA Camp Nawakwa
YMCA Camp Pinewood

LOCATIONS
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YMCA of Metropolitan Chicago

1030 W. Van Buren Street, Chicago, IL 60607

312-932-1200

ymcachicago.org


